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All the World cries, There goes aGENTLEMAN: 





And, when you have 


faid GENTLEMAN, you have faid Every THING. 


Sir Courtly Nice. 





TUESDAY, JANUARY 6. 1736. 
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§ HE original Author of my Mot- 
to, pronounc’d it, ina Senfe, a 
» little different from That,where- 
in I propofe to confider it. But, 
let the Well-bred, and the Fa- 
foionable, continue, as no Doubt 
they will, to revere it, in its 
courtly Light, the Thinking and 
the Reafonable, will be contented with it, in its 
UsgFUL. 





Ir was an admirable Anfwer, which the Old Péi- 
lofopber, beftow’d, upon the Pertnefs of a very GEN- 
TLEMAN, in Sir Courtly’s Senfe of the Word, who 
wou’d needs be told, What Difference there was, be- 
tween a FooL, and a MAN oF UNDERSTAND- 
ING ?  Send’em, #aked, among Strangers, 
(replied the Philofopher) “ and, they will /bew iz 
“ you, by their Succeffes.” 





For the fake of, at leaft, Three Thoufand pretty 
Fellows, about Town, whofe Eyes are too full of 
"Them felves, to difcover the Force of this Saying ; I 
will lend ’em the Light of a ftrange Peruvian Manu- 
feript : without fuppofing it neceffary to inform ’em, 
at the fame Time, by what particular Accident, Ir 
fell into my Poffeffion. 


In the midft of That vaft Ocean, commonly di- 
ftinguifh’d by the Name of the South Sea, lie the 
IsLANDs of SOLOMON.— They ate various in Size, 
anc almoft infinite in Number : little known to our 
Mariners, becaufe Remote from the cuftomar 
‘Tracks of Navigation.— In the Center of thefe Ifles, 
‘lies Oxe, not only diitant from the reft, which are 
immenfely fcatter’dround it: but, alfo, Larger, be- 
yond Proportion. 


An Anceftor of the Prince, who now reigns, 
abfolure, in this central Ifland, has, through a long 
Defcent of Ages, entail’d the Name of SoLoMon’s 
Ifes, on the whole; by Effect of That W/dom, 
wherewith he polifh’d the Manners of his People, 
and eftablifh’d a Government, fo refind, and fo no- 
ble, that, while the Iflands, which remotely encircled 
him, continue barbarous, and uncultivated, to this 
Day, anfinhabited by a Race of mere Savages, nei- 
ther bridled by Laws, nor embellifh’d by Arts, His 

ingdom, on the contrary, unites, to all the Advan- 
tages which Nature can beftow on a Country, All 
the Strength, and the Beaury, which a People can 
receive, fromthe Improvements, of Learning, and 


lnduftry. - 


A Defcendant of one of the Great Men, of this 
Happy Ifland, becoming a Geztleman, to fo im- 
Prov'd a Degree, as to defpife the Good Qualities 
Which had originally ennobled his Family, thought of 
fothing, but how to tupport and diftinguifh his Diz- 
nity, by the Pride of an arrogant Afizd; anda Dil- 
polition abandon’d to Plea/ur: 
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He had a Houfe, on the Sea Side, where he 
{pent great Part of his Time, in bunting, and fi/b- 
ing: but found himfelf, ynhappily, at a Lofs, in 
Purfuit of thefe important eet by means of 
a long Slip of Marfb-land, over-grown with high 
Reeds, that lay between his Houfe and the Sea; into 
which if the Beafts could efcape, when he buxted, 
It became difficult to recover them: and, through 
which it being impracticable to pa/s, He was oblig’d 
to go Half a Mile, round, when he was bent upon 
Fifbiwg. 


RESOLVING, atlength, that it became not a Man, 
of Hts Quanity, to fubmit to Reftraints in his 
Pleafures, for the Eafe or Conveniency of an O4/t- 
nate MEcHANIC; and, having often erideavour’d, 
in vain, to buy out the Owner, who was 2n Honeft, 
poor, Basket-Maker, and whofe Livelyhood depend- 
edonan Art he had difcover’d to work up the Flags 
of thofe Reeds, ina manner peculiar to Himfelf, the 
GENTLEMAN took Advantage of a very high Wind, 
and commanded his Servants to burn dows the Bar- 
rier. 


THE Basket-Maker, who faw hinifelf undone, 
by this Act of Violence, complain’d of the Oppref- 
{ion, in Terms more {uited to his Senfe of the Injury, 
than the Re/pec? which was due to the Rak of the 
Offender: And the Reward, this Imprudence pro- 
curd him, was the additional Injuftice of Blows, 
and Reproaches ; and all Kinds of Infult, and In- 
dignity. 


THERE was but One Way to a Remédy, and He 
took it'--For, going to the Capital, with the Marks 
of his hard Ufage upon him, He threw himfelf at the 
Feet of the Kizg, and procur’d a Citation, for His 
Oppreflor’s Appearance : who, confefling the 
Charge, proceeded to juftify his Behaviour, by the 
Poor Man’s Unmindfulnefs of the Submiffion, which 
was due, from the Vulgar, to GENTLEMEN, of 
Rank, and Diftinétion. 


“* But, pray, replied the King, What DiftinEion 
of Rank, had the Grandfather of your Father, 
when, being a Cleaver of Wood, in the Palace of 
my Anceftors, He was rais’d, from among thole 
Vulgar you {peak of with fuch Contempt, in Re- 
ward of an Inftance he gave of his Courage, and 
Loyalty, in Defence of his Mafter >— Yer, His 
Diftinétion was nobler, than Yours : It was, the 
Dittinétion, of Sou/, not of Birth : the Superi- 
ority, of WortTH, not of ForTuNE!—— He 
gain’d, what You boatt, by a Spirit, above his 
Condition: You boaft, what He gain’d, with a 
Condition, too high, for your Spirit. [am 
forry, I have a GENTLEMAN in my Kingdom, 
who is bafe enough to be ignorant, that Eafe, and 
Diftinétion of Fortune, were beftow’d on him, 
but to This End,—that, being at Reft from all 
Cares of providing for HiMsELF, he might apply 
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“ his Heart, Head, and Hand, for the Public Ad- 
“ vantage of OTHERs.” 


Here, the King,. difcontinuing iis Speech, fix’d 
an Eye of Indignation on a Sallem Refentment of 
Mien, which he obferv’d in the haughty Offender : 
who mutter’d out his Diflike, of the Encourage- 
ment, This Way of Thinking mutft give, to the 
Commonalty ; Whd (he faid) were to be confider’d 
as Perfons of wo Confequence, nor to be weigh’d, in 
CoMPARISON, again Men, who were borz, to be 
honour'd. 


WHERE Reflexion is wanting, (replied the King, 
with a Smile, of Difdain) Men muft find their De- 
fects, in the Pain of their Sufferings.— “ Yanhumo, 
added he, turning to a Captain of his Gallies, 
“ Srrip the Injur’d, and the Injurer , and, con- 
“ veying them to one of the moft barbarous, and 
“ remoteft, of the Iflands, fet them afhore, in the 
“¢ Night, arid leave ’em Both, to their Fortune.” 


Tue Place, in which they were landed, was a 
Mar/b, under Cover of whofe Flags, the Gentleman 
was in Hopes to conceal himfelf, and give the Slip, to 
a Companion, whom he thought ita Di/grace, to be 
found with.—~But, the Lights, in the Galley, having 
given an Alarm to the Savages, A confiderable Body 
of them came down ; and difcover’d, in the Morn- 
ing, the Two Strangers, in their Hiding Place. 


SETTING upaifmal Yell, they furrounded them ; 
and, advancing nearer and nearer, with a Kind of 
Clubs, which they carried in their Hands, feem’d 
determin’d to difpatch them, without Senfe of Ho- 
{pitality, or Mercy. 





HERE, the GENTLEMAN began to difcover, that 
the Superiority of his Blood was imaginary: For, be- 
tween a Confcioufnefs of Shame, and Cold, under 
the Nakedne/s he had never beer us’d to ; — a Fear 
of the Event, from the Fiercenefs of the Savage's 
Approach ; — and the Want of an Idea, whereby 
to foften, or divert, their Afperity, He fell behind 
the poor Sharer of his Calamity; and, with an un- 
finew’d, Apprehenfive, unmanly, Sneakingnefs of 
Mien, gave up the Poft of Honour ; and made a 
LEADER, of the very Man, whom he had thought 
it a Difgrace, to confider, as a COMPANION. 


THE Basket-maker, on the contrary, to whom 
the Poverty of his Condition had made Nakednefs 
habitual, — to whom, a Life, of Pain, and Morti- 
fication, reprefented Death, as not dreadful, and, 
whofe Remembrance of his Skill, in Arts, of which 
thefe Savages were ignorant, gave him Hopes of be- 
coming’Safe, from demonftrating, that he could be 
ufeful, mov'd with bolder, and more open, Free- 
dom; and, having pluck’d a Handful of the Flags, 
{at down, without Emotion; and making Signs that 
He would fhew them fomething worthy their Atten- 
tion, fell to work with Smiles and Noddings , while 
the Savages drew near, and’gaz’d in Expectation of 
the Confequence. 


Ir was not long, before he had wreath’d a Kind 
of Coronet, of pretty Workmanthip ; and, rifling, 
with Refpect, and Fearleffnefs, approach’d the Sa- 
wage, who appear’d the Chief, and, placed it, gently 
on his Head; whofe Figure, under this new Orna- 


ment, fo chartn’d, and ftruck, his Followers that 
They threw down all their C/zés, and form’d a Dates 
of Welcome and Congratulation, round the Author 
of fo priz’da Fayour. 


THERE wasnot-One, but fhew’d the Marks of 
his Impatience, to be made as fie as his Captain -— 
So, the poor Basket-maker had his Hanc full of 
Employment : and, the Savages, obferving One 

uite Id/e, while the Other was fo ba/y, in their 
Service, took up Arms, in the Behalf of Ngturgl 
Fuftice, and began to lay om Arguments in th 
of their Purpofe. | 


THE Basket-maker’s Pity, now, effac’d the 
Remembrance of his Sufferings : So, He rofe, and 
refcued his Oppreffor, by making Signs, that He 
was Ignorant of the Art: but, might, if They 
thought fit, be ufefully employ’d, in waiting on the 
Work, and fetching Flags, for His Supply, as fat 
as He fhow’d want them. 


Tuts Propofition, luckily, fell iff with a Defire 
the Savages exprefs’d to keep themfelves at Leifure 
that they might crowd round, and mark the Pro. 
grefs, of a Work they took fuch Pleafure in.—They 
left the GENTLEMAN, therefore, to his Duty, in 
the Basket-maker’s SERVICE ; and confider’d him 
from that Time forward, as One, who was, and 
ought to be treated as, Inferior to their Benefactor. 


MeN, Wives, and Children, from all Corners of 
the Ifland, -eame, in Droves, for ConoNE'Ts: and 
uch ? 
fetting the Inftructed Gentleman to work, to gather 
Boughs, and Poles, made a fine Hut, to lodge the 
Basket-maker : and, brought down, daily, from the 
Country, fuch Provifion, as They liv’d upon, Them- 
felves: taking Care to offer the imagin’d Servant 
Nothing, till his Mfa/fer had done Eating. 

THREE Months Reflexion, in this, mortified 
Condition, gave a new, and jufter, Turn, to our 
Gentleman's improv’d Ideas: Infomuch, that lying, 
Weeping, and awake, one Night, He, thus, confels’d 
his Sentiments, in Favour of the Basket-maker. 


“ T have been to blame; and wanted Judgment, 
“ to diftinguith between Accident, and Excellence. 
“* —-When I fhould have meafur’d Natrure, I but 
“ Jook’d to Vaniry.—The Preference, which 
“ Fortune gives, isEmpty, and Imaginary : and, | 
“* perceive, too late, that only Things of Use are, 
“° naturally, HONOURABLE.—I am afham’d, when 
“ ITcompare my Malice, to remember Your Ha- 
“ manity: Bat, if the Gods fhou’d pleafe to call 
“ me to a Re-poffeffion of my Rank, and Happiness, 
“ I wou'd divide all with you, in Atonement, ot 
“* my juftly-punifh’d Arrogance.” ) 


He promis’d ; and perform’d his Promife : for, 
The King, foon after, fent the Captain who had 
landed them, with Prefents to the Savages : and o!- 
der’d him to bring Both back again. And, tt 
continues, to this Day, a Cuftom, iv That I/land, 
tO DEGRADE all GENTLEMEN, who cannot give 
a better Reafon for their Pride, than, that they wert 
BORN, to Do Nothing.— And, the Word, for ths 
due Punifhment, is, 





Send bim to the BasKET-MAKER’S. 
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taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR ae 
‘| Price Tw0-Pence. | 











a ae a oe ee ee ee a ae” a a | ek 





a- et fo a’'\a Aanrrar Ae 


~ ff hUNRUlC OMOmfUlCPMUlUCOMNClCCMKNNMUlCOMlC MCF 


pt eed ee fA he 


